October 26, 2009
Dear Valued Client:

TESTING FOR HIGH- RISK & LOW- RISK HPV GENOTYPES
When the HPV DNA Test Profile is ordered, Enzo Clinical Labs will perform ONLY the test for the High Risk genotype (Hybrid Capture 2 assay). This method detects 13 high-risk genotypes of HPV. The test is approved to screen patients with ASC-US cervical cytology results to determine the need for referral to colposcopy, and to be used adjunctively with cervical cytology to screen women 30 years and older to assess the presence or absence of high-risk HPV genotypes.
The American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical Pathology’s (ASCCP) evidence-based guideline maintains that testing for low-risk (nononcogenic) HPV genotypes has NO role in the evaluation of women with abnormal cervical cytologic results. In fact, the latest guidelines specifically state, "There is NO clinical utility in testing for other (nononcogenic) HPV genotypes. Testing for other (nononcogenic) HPV genotypes when screening for cervical neoplasia, or during the management and follow-up of women with abnormal cervical cytology or cervical neoplasia, is unacceptable”.*

According to the ASCCP guidelines, testing should be restricted to high-risk (oncogenic) HPV genotypes. Therefore, whenever “HPV testing” is referred to in the guidelines, it applies only to testing for high risk (oncogenic) HPV genotypes.
Effective Monday,  November 2, 2009, testing for Low-Risk HPV genotypes will not be included in the HPV DNA Test Profile, but can be ordered separately.    

 ________________________________________________________
The HPV DNA test for either High-Risk or Low-Risk genotypes can be ordered using the following test codes: 
HPV DNA (High-Risk Genotype) ------- # 7851
HPV DNA (Low-Risk Genotype)  ------- # 7852


________________________________________________________

Please direct any questions you may have on HPV DNA Testing to your Enzo Clinical Labs sales representative or our Client Services Department at 631-755-5500 x 480. 


Thank you,
*wright T, Massad L, Dunton C, et al. 2006 consensus guidelines for the management of women with abnormal cervical cancer screening tests. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2007;197:340-345). 
